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5 When thou art converted, firengthen thy Bret hren. 85 


 , lates to the two great faculties of our mind, the 
— Underſtanding and the Will. Our Underſtanding, 
that our Faith be found ; our Will, that our Morals be 


good. I will begin with our Morals, becauſe it is no 
matter what our judgment is, when eur manners are bad. 


Lewd men credit no Profeſſion, but diſgrace the Cauſe 


they own. Chriſtianity conſiſts of a redemption. and that 
redemption from the iniquity of our ways; that isto ſay, 


| eee, from Sin to Virtue, from Satan unto God. A_ 
rom a bad life is nothing elſe but a ſeparation of 


turning 
a man's ſelf from profane uſes unto Holineſs; as When a 


Child and Heir of Hell becomes one of the Sons of God, 
in Scripture phraſe this work of Converſion is called a 
Ceaſing from evil, and a learning to do well; a putting off 


of the old man, and a putting on of the new; and it is 
called a new Creature, a conformity to Chriſt in his 


Death and Reſurrection; or according to the ſame Ap- 


poſtle elſewhere, Be not conformed to this world, but ra- 
ther transformed by the renewing of your minds. Or laſt- 
Iy, in our Saviour's language, A ſeeking the kingdem of 
God and the righteouſneſs thereof, and being holy as he is 
holy in all manner of converſation. Therefore, Chriſti- 
ans, as you deſire to have peace with God and your own 


| minds, live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this world. 


Labour to prove the truth of your proleſſion by your pi- 
| „„ . ous: 


S is an hard work, but it is 1 


; 
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ous practices, Endeavour to become living Images of 
Cod, Veſſels of honour,.and Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 
I might argue againſt Sin from the eommen miſchiefs of 
it, and remind Sinners of the labyrinths⸗ bow hick K 


leads them, and ature you that Ged's ſervice is perfect 


freedom. For if all the happineſs which Chriſtian Reli- 
gion propounds to vs were only confined to ſuch promiſes 

as have à relation to eternal Bliſs, it might be thought 
that the Lord Jeſus was ovly <atefal to make the endof 
a Chrifli:n race glorious, yet had neglected to make the 
way pleaſant which leadeth thither. But if it be truly 
conſidered on the other hand, that thoſe very Precepts 
which are enjoined as the Rules of our duty, are in them- 
_ ſelves infinitely conducing to our own preſent ſatisfaction, 

then we muſt conclude that none can be miſerable in the 

next world, but only ſuch Sots as will not give God leave 


to make them happy in this. For the laws of the holy 


Jeſus are ſo agreeing to our natures, that the execution 


of them are as great expedients of our preſent happineſs 


as teſtifications of our duty, ſo that our duty and our 
Priviledges run parallel in one line. 


In the next place, as Converſion relates to our 


Wills, ſo alſo to our Underſtandings, that we may have 
uch notions of God and his Worſhip as becomes the ſo- 
jemnity of that duty we owe to our God. And what 


iangerous errors Education and Prejudice may breed, is 


very obvious to all that have made remarks in the world. 
For we know that a dangerous principle hath hurried 
many into deſperate practices. Saint Paul's zeal for the 
Moſaick law made him ſpurn againſt Chriſt himſelf. S0 
that the immoralities and debaucheries of {ome men are 
leſs dangerous than their tenents. God forbid that any 
thing that I fay ſhould give the leaſt countenance unto 
Vice ; but to ſhew that we may fly from one extreme to 
"Kamp, FE? Rb Wee on e 


1 may compare the enormities of Vice to x Sore that is | 


ulcerated, nauſeous, and offenſive to all mens views: 


Errors in our Judgment (or a falſe worſhip of God) is like 


to a Sore ſkinned over, though not ſo offenſive to our 
ſenſes, yet more dangerous to the vitals. Our Saviour 
told the Scribes and Phariſees, that Harlots and Publi- 
cans entered into the kingdom of God before them; 6H 
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that we are to think that the kingdom of God is a a place 5 


for either Harlots or Publicans, as ſuch : but that the re- 


covery of the one is more hopeful than the recovery of 
the other. 


all men know it: the Heretick is ſick, but he thinks him- 
ſelf well, and ſo neglects all means for a remedy, and the 


The profane perſon. i is ſick, but then he and 


cure of ſuch a one becomes a wonder. 
The ſubje I have choſe this day is copious, and from 


it I might preſent you with many particulars, but I muſt 
| forbear and come to the application, which 1 muſt center 


in myſelf: 
n ben thou art. converted, flrengthen thy . 
I hope this Scripture is fulfilled this hy on myſelf, be- 


1 ing a Monument of God. Almighty's mercy, in bringing 
me from the groſs Superſtitions of Popery to the glorious 
light of the Goſpel; 

Text is the ſtrengthening of my brethren, I ſhall now 


give you ſome few of the principal motives which drew | 
me from my former perſwafions. 


- You muſt know J was bred and ed in all. 7 OY 
abſurd doctrines and practices of the Romiſh church, and 
no little zealot in that way; I was ordained Deacon and 


and ſeeing the conſequence of my 


Prieſt, and made Confeſſor General throughout the king- _ 


dom of Ireland; was a Friar of the Order of St. Francis, 
and afterwards Superior or 2 convent, and Chaplain to 
| ſeveral eminent perſons of quality in that kingdom. Up- 
on a certain time I accidentally came to a publick houfe 
to refreſh myſelf, I found that a lewd Prieſt had pawned 
the conſecrated Hoſt to the woman of the houſe for five 
and thirty ſhillings ; which I redeemed : and with this 


remark, That Chriſt was made by him, not an offering 

for Sin, but a ſacrifice for his Luſt. I need not tell you 
how great the ſcandal was to myſelf, but augmented by 
conſidering that the perſon was a Superior of an Order, 
and in great reputation among hispeople. There are ma- 


ny ſad circumſtances in the Rory, but J will forbear at: 


preſent to mention them. 


Upon this great diſguſt [ began to N the 40 "OM 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and all the ridiculous conſequences 


of it became evident to my underſtanding ; for ſuppoſe a 
Turk ſhould tell me that I make my God, and then ear 
him ; and ſhould he challenge me to produce ſo nonſenſi- 
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660 3 
cal a Tenent in the Alcoran, I muſt either change my 
opinion of Tranſubſtantiation, or quit my Chriſtianity. 
Is it not ftran ge that Chriſt ſhould eat himſelf, ad that 
all the Diſciples ſhould eat him alive ee 049d ra 
, crucified him? I know he calls the Bread his Body, but 
then he calls the Cup his Blood ;/ and ſhall one be allow- 
ed to be a figure, and not the other? But that which 
expounds the whole Inſtitution are theſe Words: Do this 
in remembrance of me; that is to ſay, This Ordinance is 
à commemorative Sacrifice of myſelf ; if Chriſt be corpo- 
really preſent, how comes there to be any exerciſe of our 
memories? ut others have faid ſo much on this ſubject 
that 1 need ſay no more: 27 41 2188. 1 


Another great motive of my Converſion, was their 


adoration of Images, ſo 'flatty contraty to the Second 
Commandment. God told his People Ifrael of old, that 


they faw no ſimifitude, for the prevention of all manner _ 


of worſhip by Images. They fay, by Grawen Image is 
meant only an Idol; but then theſe words following, 
Nor the likerej; of any thing before me, ſpoils that inter- 
pretation. Por if by graven Images be meant only Idols, 
then the Commandment is altogether ſuperfluous, for 

Idols were forbidden in the firſt Commandmenr, by hav- 
ing no other Gods; and if they ſay they worſhip not the 


Image, but the perſon tepreſented by it: I anſwer, this 


juſtißes all the Heathens in their Idolatries; for they faid 
they worſhiped nothing made with hands, neither did they 


believe them to be their Gods, but that' their Gods were 
preſent in them in an extraordinary manner. | 


1n the next place, 1 will ſpeak of the Doctrine of Pur- 1 


8 gatory, which upon ſerious examination became. ſtrange 
io me. Indeed Tread of a narrow way that leads to bliſs, 
and a broad way that is the high road to miſery ; but for 
that Via medin that leads to Purgatory, I find it not in 
my Bible ; yet I hold Purgatory, but it is in my Saviour's 
blood; and it is that Purgatory which only muſt purge 


my ſoul from fin ; and if that Pergatory wil do a finner's 


Work, I will lo:k tor no other. Vet for all this, Purga- 
tory; in the Popifh notions of it, is a gainful Doctrine; 
it is that fire which makes the Pope's pot boil ; and-there- 
fore no wonder if they be ſo loth to have it extinguiſhed. 
Another motive that I had to abandon all communi- 

on with the Chuch of Rome, was that intolerable prac- 


N 
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hut above all the Tenents of Rome none ſeemed more 
ridiculous to me than that Doctrine of Infallibility, for 

if that be proved, I ſhall ſubmit to any thing that ſhe. | 
hall impoſe upon me. F 3 
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tice of having the Service in a Tongue unknown to the 


people : and Chap. 14 of the former Epiſtle to the Co- 


rinthians ſeems. to be wholly writ againſt that cuſtom. It 


is ſaid Exod. 12, 26. 27. And it ſhall come 10 faſs, 


i hen your Children ſball ſay unto you, What mean you by 
this ſervice ? that you ſball anſwer and ſay, It is the Sa- 
. ersfice of the Lord's Paſſaver, &c. When I Tead this 
| $cripture it reminds me that God's Service is a reafonable 
Service, and that we ought to know the reaſon and 
meaning of that Service we perform to God. Edification 


and Deyotion are inſeparable from the true worſhip of 


Sd. Now ſhould I, ia the language of this Scripture, 
come to the common people at the celebration of the Maſs, 
and fay, What mean you by this Service? What ſatis- 


tactory anfwer can. be expected? Some of late (I muſt 


cConfeſs) have tranſlated the Popiſh Prayers into the Vul- 


gar Language, but the Pope has forbidden the uſe of 
them So that who ſhall ſo uſe them are not right Ca- 


| For had St. Peter himſelf been appointed the infallible 


Judge of controverſies, what needed the Council at Jeru- 
ſalem, Acts 15, ? It would have been a much ſhorter cut 
to have had St. Peter's determination in the caſe, with- 
cut giving the Apoſtles any further trouble in it. The 
Patriarch of Antioch pretends that he is St. Peter's ſuc- 


ceſſot, and we have more reafqn to believe him fo than 


the Pope ; for antiguity is clear that he was a Biſhop of 
Antigch, and the Scriptures are expreſs that there he ex- 
erciſed his function, and that there it was that the Diſci- 
ples were firſt called Chriſtians. St. Paul faith, that to 
him was committed the care of all the Churches. St. 
Peter might have ſaid thoſe words with as much inno- 
cency as St. Paul, but it was God's mercy that he did 
not, for then the Pope would have pretended a good 
Text for his Univerſal Paſtorfhip. But that which makes 


the Doctrine of Inia!libility more vain ate thoſe contra- 
diftary eſtabliſhments which are in that Church; had I 
time I might give in endleſs inſtances. But that which . 
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the moſt miſchievous to them is their non- agreement a- 


mong themſelves, where this Infallibility is ſeated ; which 
makes nothing more fallible than the very Doctrine of 


Infallibility. _ 


Among the many other Errors and ill Practices which I 
diſcovered in the Roman Church, their Cruelties were no 


baibarous Maſſacres which were committed in my own 


Look into the Iriſh Hiſtories, and then judge of thoſe pre- 


a Sunday in a Proteſtant church, a muſket was levelled 
at me as ] ſtood in the pulpit, but by God's mercy the 
bullet went only through my hair without doing me any 


other miſchief ; but when I ſaw my life was aimed at, 1 
was forced to quit both my new preferment and my 


Connery: But are theſe things according to the Goſpel of 
Peace? They that preach Religion with fire and faggot, 


| ſurely know not what manner of ſpirits they are of. If 
our Saviour's kingdom were of this world his ſervants 
would fight; and indeed we read St. Peter uſed his ſword | 
once in his maſter's quarrel, but he got ſo ſharp a rebuke | 


for it, that 1 "O not read that he ever fo much as wore 
one after. Mutt the Pope cut off heads becauſe St. Peter 


cut off an ear? "This is ftrange. The old Romans 


thought to propagate the Faith by dying for it! Our 
new Romans think to eſtabliſh theirs, but by a quite con- 


trary method; Reaſon is the Crown of a man, Religion 
is the Crown of Reaſon, Chiiſtianity is the crown of Re- 


12 
4 


ſmall ditguft to me, as if Chriſtianity had taught them to 
forget humanity. I cannot but with horror think of thoſe 


country, as if Papiſts had guts, but no bowels; ſo that it is 
not only their Prayers, but Faith that they have written in 
bloody characters: You will hear them boaſt of Loyalty: 


tences. If by accident ſome have ſhewed themſelves ſo in 
England, yet the conſtitution of their Church looks with 

another aſpect: for I am ſure I ever thought it a merito- 
rious action to murder either Prince, or any Proteſtant | 
ſubject, provided I was commiſſionated ſo to do by the 
Pope; but how to ſerve two maſters, I underſtand not, 
the Pope and the King; I mult tell you, that I myſelf 
am an inſtance of their intended cruelty. For after my | 
cConvetſion from their fooleries, and having by the good | 
providence of God been inſtrumental in bringing ſeven 
| Friars and Prieſts from their Conimunion, and ſeveral of 
their Laity, their malice was ſuch, that preaching upon 
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T Tg 5 
ligion, Charity is the Cron of Chriſtianity, and Charity 
we know ſuffereth long, and is kind, and ſeeks its own 
eftabliſhment by means and methods the moſt like to it- 

1 muſt alſo tell you, that the Prayers to Saints and 


Angels became very offenſive to me, having in all the 


Scriptures not one: precept, nor one Example to give 
countenance to any ſuch cuſtom I am ſure our Saviour 


| iavites weary and heavy laden finners to come to him, 


Mat, 11, 28. And when I can come and have an acceſs 
to the thron2 of his Grace with boldneſs, I ſhall not 
think myſelf to ſtand in need of any other ſpokeſman ; if 
can be free with my Prince, why ſhould I trouble any 
courtters to preſent my addreſſes ? Beſides, we have great 

reaton to believe there js an incommunicable gulf between 
the glorified Saints and us, for the Scripture tells us, 


| # hat Abraham knows us not, and Iſrael is ignorant of 


2456, &c. ] 


I«Could allo give large narratives of their pious frauds, 
as they call them, by which they delude the people to fix 
them in their groſs Errors and Superſtitions. When ! 


was made a Fiiar, a great number of people were preſent _ 
2t the ſolemnity ; I appeared in a ſpruce garb, had there 


my horſe, my ſword and piſtols, and appeared with much 
gayety and ſplendour. The head of the Convent adviſed 
the people to take notice of my pompous condition, and 


that I was willing to lay aſide all thoſe outward glories 
for St. Francis's lake, and accordingly I diſrobed myſelf, 
and put on the mean garments which beionged to the 


Order, and then made three vows, of obedience, poverty, 


and chaſtity : After that took one and twenty oaths 
now in the oaths I ſwore never to come on horſeback, 
never to wear ſhoes, to obey my Superior in whatever he 
commanded me, without examining the lawfulneſs of his 


commands, not to be aſhamed to beg, never to be out of 


e e eee 


them what ſelf-denial J had practiced in taking 


my Friars habit. But that which was a cauſe of a diſguſt 
at that time unto me was this: The Superior tells me, 


that I muſt take my former garments, that is, return in 
the ſame poſture I came, and go ſee my friends. And 
though all theſe things were againſt my oaths, yet he. 
would abſolve me from them. : I muſt confeſs this ſeemed 
to me a ſtrange cheat to the people, that he ſhould tell 
thoſe 
oaths, 


(10 ) 


| oaths, and yet he preſently abſolves me from them. And 


this is the ſtate of all the Iriſh Friars. ' | 
And Imay tell you whatoffencel took in thoſe vain ſtories: 


which they have of Miracles, and eſpecially when I diſco- 


vered their grand impoſtures therein: For about ſeven years 


ago, a prieſt, near the city of Limerick, by name William 
Sarchwell, had for fifty ſhillings hired a woman to pretend 


herſelf a Cripple from her birth, and that ſhe had a Revela- 


tion that if ſhe dipped herſelf in ſuch a Well whilft a Prieft 
ſaid Maſs by the place, ſhe ſhould be recovered of her infir- 


mity. The plot thus laid, and accordingly executed, ſhe. 


comes halting to the well, and returns out of it perfeQly 
cured; which became a Miracle to the people ; which 
did not only get the contriver of the cheat a vaſt ſum of 
money, but alſo confirmed the people in their ſuperfliti- 
on. But after ſome time the Counterfeit had ſome re- 


morſe of conſcience, came to me to confeſſion in order to 


abſolution, which I would not grant till ſhe had declared 
the whole ftory to the congregation, which ſhe did ac- 


cordingly. It is well known the poor miſerable people 
are mightily deluded by theſe cheats. 
A Friar of great note and zeal told me, that he was at a 
2 Franciſcan convent beyond the ſeas, where was the 
image of the Bleſſed Virgin, made with a ſcrue in the 
head thereof, where they put in ſome water, and 
having a ſtriag that came undiſcerned to a place where 
the Friars ſtood (and when they thought the people had 
brought a good offering) then by the help of that ſtring 
they could unlooſe the ſcrue, by which the Bleſſed Vir- 


gin ſeemed to weep ; and this was one of their Miracles. 


| Indeed the relator (though a Friar) ſaid it was a great 
| ſcandal] to him, and accordingly complained to the Gene- 
ral of the Order, but his anſwer was, ſhould he make a 
reformation in that particular, that convent would ſtarve. 

It is faid, that the Monks of a certain convent at- 
tempted to put the like fallacy upon St. Bernard himſelf, 
by artfully preparing an inſtrument to carry a voice to 
f the Bleſſed Virgin, who when he came into 
the church ſaluted him with a Salve Bernarde; but he, 
apprehenſive of the cheat, gave no other return to the 
compliment than this: If is a ſhame for a woman to ſpeak 


the image © 


in the church. _ | 


But of all their fine ſtories commend me to this new Mi- 
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ele they talk of for the confirmation of Tranſubſtantiation. 
The ſtory is this: They ſay, that in a certain place within 


the king of Spain's dominions, as the Sacrament of the Maſs 


was. celebtated all the perfect effigies and proportion of a 
man roſe out of the Hoſt; but when the people came too 
near, that they might plainly ſee the Miracle, he vaniſhed 
away. Therefore, for ever, hereafter it muſt be horrid 
blaſphemy to deny Tranſubſtantiation. I ſhall be hardly 
guilty of ſo much vanity as to make any replication to 


ſuch a 1idiculous ſtory ; only let it be no offence to tell 


you what a remark a facetious perſon made to the relator 


of it: © You ſuppoſe,” ſaith he, that it was Chriſt him- 


< ſelf that appeared, and it ſeems that upon the _—_— 
of the people he vaniſhed away, which is the only cir- 


( cumſtance to make the ſtory credible, for he might ſup- 


< pole the people were come to eat him, and ſo he va- 
VD pon theſe conſiderations, and reaſons, and others, more 
than J have now time to mention, I renounce here in the 
preſence of God, and this great aſſembly, my former Po- 
piſh ways, and withal [ declare myſelf a Proteſtant; and that 
you may believe me a true Proteſtant, I do further declare, 


that I ama Proteſſant according to the Church of England, 


as it is here by law eſtabliſhed ; and I muſt further declare 


before the ſearcher of all hearts, that I ſpeak none of theſe 


things either out of malice or prejudice, nor for any ſiniſter 


end or cotrupt deſign whatſoeyer, but that God's name may 


be glorified, his truth cleared, and my brethren edified, 
and that my own ſoul may be eternally ſav en. 


* , 


But will it not be aſked by ſome, Whether I be not gone 
from Popery to Popery, that is, unto the ſame church, tho 
of another denomination; it being objeQed, that the con- 


ſtitutions of this church are framed out of Popery, and 


the Common Prayer Book compiled out of the Maſs Book? 
I anſwer, The Devil hath, many devices to carry on his 
own' intereſt, and the Papiſts do contrive many engines to 
diſtract Proteſtants; and J look upon this Objection to 
be hammered in their forge to make us worry one ano- 
ther, and to break our communion. But to give a full 
anſwer to the Objection, let me tell you, that I think I 
underſtand the Maſs Book better than any here, and can 
aſſure you the argument is vain and unworthy: My reaſon 
follows. Firſt, All is not Popery that is in the Maſs Book. 
„ i | E There 


That is not Popery : There are feveral places taken out 
of the holy Bible. Neither is Thas Popery. Secondly, 

there are feveral other good" things in the Maſs Book; 
and if it were not fo, the cheat 0 60 evident to every 
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„„ 
There are ſeveral particulars of the Primitive Liturgy. 


eye. You know the Devil could tempt our Saviour in 
Scripture language, ſhall we therefore expunge thefe 


Scriptures becauſe the Devil uſed them? He' transforms 


himſelf ſometimes into an Angel of light, yer that makes 
him no leſs a Devil, though harder to be difcovered. 


The Reformation quarrels not with the Church of Rome 


for any thing that is good, but what is really bad. We 
differ not from Rome in any thing but wherein ſhe hath 


difffered from herſelf. So the ſchiſm isn Rome, not here: 
and from very good grounds I am apt to believe that 
Rome hath altered almoſt as much in her religion ag in 
her language; for you may as well ſay that the Italian is 


the antient language of Rome, as the preſent Court of 


Rome is the antient Church of Rome, The church: is 
compared to a Spouſe; the Pope hach put her in a. Foo 
coat, and beſmeared her face with filth and naſtinefs. 

The Reformation waſheth her face, and takes from her 
her ridiculous garments, but meddles not with her eſſen- 


tials, nor any thing elſe but what is an apparent ſcandal: 
But I know” not how to repreſent the condition of our 
church at the time of the Reformation better than by 


comparing it to a houſe infected with the piague: The 


charity and wiſdom of authority orders this houſe to be 


cleanſed by burning all the infected rags; but the powrer, | 
bras, or Hon, or other goed, not capable of infection, 


ſtill abide to the uſe of tie houſe. What remains Of the 


compat iſon 1 leave to your o. meditation to illuſtrate. 
 Thave' only this to fuy, That as the Papiſts have at- 


tempted my life, I muſt conclude that they will traduce 
my name, and beſpattet wy reputation; but I hope your | 


charity will relieve me: And for my own part, with cke ; | 
Almighty's aſſiſtance, I will be cautious that my liſe ſcan- 


dalize not my profeſſion, that from thence the enemies | 
of the Lord may have no ecauſe to blaſptieme! bad 142? 
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hope you will join with: me in giving to the God'of | 
my mercies all honour and-praife, the juſt tribute of all | | 
created: beings, henceſorth and for evermore. | 
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